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German, and other subjects, while his mother and father
were his constant teachers, not in dry, commonplace
ways by means of school-books, but by explaining and
stirring his interest in birds, animals, growing plants,
and in all the natural, ordinary things he saw around
him every day of his life. In due course he was given
a shot-gun, but only on the strict understanding that he
never shot any living creature for the mere pleasure of
killing. He was also taught to stuff and mount the birds
he shot, arjid some of the three hundred specimens he
in time collected may still be seen at Hyde Park.
Franklin, was, indeed, an outdoor boy. He learned
to ride and often accompanied his father when he went
,out on horseback, he became a strong swimmer, and
developed into quite a good tennis player. He was also
taught to handle a boat, and at the age of fourteen he
was given a small sailing boat of his own with a tiny
cabin just large enough to hold two people. Water
and anything to do with ships had already a fascination
for young Franklin, and were to develop into one of the
chief interests of his life; indeed, had the boy not become
a great statesman, he would very likely have made a
name for himself as a seaman.
Franklin's education was not confined to his home
State or even to his home country. Several times he
accompanied his father on trips abroad, on two occa-
sions going to a school at Nauheim in Germany while
his father underwent a cure at that place, and by the
time he was fifteen he had also visited England and
France. On one occasion he and a tutor set out on a
bicycle tour through part of Germany, but instead of

